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watch the outcome of the labours of the conference with 1peculiar interest. I.
THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
WE have received the report of this institution for the

year ending May, 1896. The council are glad to be able to
give a favourable account of the condition of the institution
and of the work carried on ; there has been an increase in
the amount of annual subscriptions owing in large measure
to the special appeal made at the end of 1894. As regards
pensioners there are in all fifty-eight and fifty Foundation
scholars. A fresh water-supply has been obtained, and the
new laundry is working satisfactorily. As no washing will
in future be sent out from the College the risk of importing
disease by this method is done away with. The financia:

position is satisfactory, there being a balance of <8561 odd

and altogether we can warmly congratulate the council UpOI
the position of their institution.

METHYLENE BLUE IN CHYLURIA WITH FILARIANOCTURNA IN THE BLOOD. 

h the New York J.1Iedical Journal of June 15th, 1895,
Dr. Austin Flint and Dr. Joseph W. Henry stated that
methylene blue given in two-grain doses every two hours was
very beneficial in parasitic chyluria ; but Dr. F. P. Henry
describes very fully in the Philadelphia Medical and Surgical
Reporter of June 20th, 1896, a case of that disease in which
he administered two-grain capsules of methylene blue every
three hours-sixteen grains per diem-from March 12th
to 21st, and ten grains per day in divided doses of two
grains from March 21st to 29th. The case has been

already mentioned in our columns.’ The patient had been
recently confined ; her urine and faeces were stained deep
blue and her milk was at last slightly stained; the
infant’s fasces and urine also had a bluish tinge.
The methylene blue was absolutely without effect on the
vitality of the illarise. Before taking the methylene blue the
patient had two grains of thymol every three hours for a
time, during the whole of which the nlaria3 were abundant
in the blood. 

____

A SENSELESS, DEGRADING, AND DANGEROUS
EXHIBITION.

EVERYONE has heard of the marvellous feats of endurance
said to have been performed in France by a man named
Durand, and an opportunity is now offered to those who are
proud of showing that they possess a degenerated mind of
witnessing’ a repetition of one of the feats at the Royal
Aquarium. This man having undertaken to be suspended
by the neck for six days, the senseless exhibition was opened
to-judging from the laughing and tittering-a delighted
audience on Monday last, July 13th. If we are not much

mistaken the man is not hung by his neck at all, but

suspended from another part of the body ; and if this is so,

the public who go to see the "show" are being deceived,
though deservedly. Who compose the "medical committee"
supposed to be watching the man ? We cannot think

that any of our own profession have so degraded
themselves as to have had anything whatever to do
with the matter. With regard to the statement that there
is a scientific side to the feat, the late Dr. Charcot having
" successfully cured ataxia in his patients by hanging them,"
even granting for the sake of argument that the method
employed at the Aquarium is identical with that

employed at the Salpetriere, the fact that Durand is

presumably not suffering from ataxia or from any
disease in which nerve-stretching is advantageous, gives
the lie to the statement. Apart, however, from its sense-

lessness the exhibition can only foster those degrading
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and morbid tastes which it is the duty of an enlightened
and civilised people to eradicate from its midst. In many
minds there is an almost irresistible impulse to imitate any
abnormal occurrence which is impressed upon the senses,
and the exhibition is more than likely to have this
effect upon the morbid brain of a spectator. If for this
reason alone such exhibitions should be forbidden by law ; p
but all intelligent and right-thinking persons could soon put
a stop to these performances if they would abstain from
encouraging by their presence such disgusting and stupid
" entertainments." 

____

THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF FLAT-
FOOT.

THE Ne7v York 1.l1edical Journal of June 20th contains an

interesting study by Dr. Robert W. Lovett of Boston on the
Mechanics and Treatment of the Broken-down Foot, that is
to say of the too-pronated foot. The movement of pronation
as Dr. Lovett explains, consists essentially of rotation at the
hip, the toes, comparatively fixed, acting as a fulcrum,
the weight of the body falling not on the outer side
of the foot but more internally. This movement of
eversion is always accompanied by abduction of the fore-
part of the foot, the reason alleged being that the medio-
tarsal joint between the astragalus and os calcis on the one
side and the scaphoid and cuboid on the other, has not

its plane at right angles to the long axis of the foot, but
slants outward and backward. This joint is largely con-
cerned in pronation and accounts for its obliquity. The

ankle-joint has practically no share in this movement. In
the treatment of the broken-down and fiat foot a strong
boot of suitable type is of course essential. Dr. Lovett
insists upon the following points in its structure :

(1) the front should be strongly adducted; (2) the part
opposite the metatarso-phalangeal joint wide enough
to allow for expansion of the sole under pressure ;
(3) the upper leather stiff enough to support the arch ; and
(4) the inner border of the sole as straight as possible to
allow freedom to the great toe in supporting the inner side
of the foot. The paper is well illustrated by a selies of
ingenious composite photographs which certainly appear to
justify the author’s conclusions.

A COUNTY COURT JUDGE’S ESTIMATION OF
THE VALUE OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES.

LAST week Dr. Jones of Chorley sued the Lancashire and
Yorkshire Railway Company in the county court for f.15 for
medical fees for attending a patient at Adlington, who had
been injured in a collision. The attendance was from Jan. 20th
to Feb. 7th, including seventeen visits and several bottles of
medicine. The distance was close on three miles, and the
plaintiff alleged that each visit cost him two hours time.
The defendant company thought 7 ample remuneration.
For the defence it was argued that this sum was sufficient,
for by a code of rules prepared by the Manchester Medico-
Ethical Society the fee to be charged for each visit was 3s. 6d ,
and counsel contended that in the case of a sempstress out
of work low fees ought to have been charged by the medical
man. The judge (Judge Coventry) in giving judgment, said
the case involved a principle that was not used in any other
case. " It was a recognised thing in the medical profession
that the rich people paid for the poor people. A medical
man in attending a rich person or one in well-to-do circum-
stances probably charged ten times as much for a similar
case than he would in attending a poor man; the rich
man could pay what the poor man could not pay." In

this case he thought the charge was too much, and he

gave a verdict for the plaintiff for ten guineas. It

will be news for many of the rank and file of general
practitioners to know that "the rich people pay for the


